EFFECT OF WOUNDS ON LOSS OF WEIGHT OF POTATOES?
0. BUTLER.
We are. always told that in harvesting potatoes care should be exercised not to cut or bruise them unnecessarily, as not only is their market value much reduced when they are roughly handled but they also lose weight more rapidly than uninjured tubers. This latter effect of rough handling has not been particularly stressed to my knowledge, but, as the following experiment shows, it is nevertheless worthy of attention.
Tubers of Triumph, Early Rose, and Rural New Yorker potatoes were carefully selected for freedom from wounds and bruises and divided into two equal series, which were respectively denoted by the letters A and B. In series A a small slice, hardly more than skin deep, ~vas cut off each tuber; while in series B the tubers were not damaged in any way and thus served as a measure of the loss due to slight wounding. The temperature of storage was 8° to IO° C. and the experiment was allowed to run III days. The results obtained are presented in Table I . As will be seen from a consideration of Table I , the loss of weight due to wounding, while rapid during the first week, at first markedly and then slowly decreases thereafter. The increased loss of weight
